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August 4th, 2019 
King Jesus is Crucified 

Mark 15:6-32 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
July 28 Isaiah 1-4  Aug 1 Isaiah 18-22 
July 29 Isaiah 5-8  Aug 2 Isaiah 23-27 
July 30 Isaiah 9-12  Aug 3 Isaiah 28-30 
July 31 Isaiah 13-17  Aug 4 Isaiah 31-35 
  
Lesson Introduction:  
Last week’s lesson focused on the trial of Jesus 
before the Jewish high priest and religious leaders 
at the end of Mark 14; and then the handing over of 
Jesus to Pilate in the first part of Mark 15. Today’s 
lesson covers Pilate’s attempt to release Jesus, 
which was met by the cry to crucify Him. As Pilate 
delivered Jesus over to be crucified, we will see that 
the mockery He faced underlined the Truth of who 
Jesus was and why He came. Instead of saving 
Himself, the King of Kings willingly went to the cross 
to save others. 
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  

• Jesus was not guilty of any sin or wrong. (15:9-
15) 

• Jesus was the true King of the Jews and 
remains forever the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. (15:17-19, 26; Philippians 2:8-11) 

• The events of the crucifixion were foretold in 
Scripture. (15:20, 23-24, 27-31; Psalm 22; Isaiah 
53) 

• Jesus could not have saved humanity from 
their sin, if He had chosen instead to save 
Himself from the cross. (15:29-32) 

 
Mark -15:6-32(ESV) 
6 Now at the feast he (Pilate) used to release for 
them one prisoner for whom they asked. 7 And 
among the rebels in prison, who had committed 
murder in the insurrection, there was a man called 
Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to 
ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. 9 And he 
answered them, saying, “Do you want me to release 
for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived 
that it was out of envy that the chief priests had 
delivered him up. 11 But the chief priests stirred up 

the crowd to have him release for them Barabbas 
instead. 12 And Pilate again said to them, “Then 
what shall I do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?” 13 And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 
14 And Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he 
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 
15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he 
delivered him to be crucified. 
 
16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace 
(that is, the governor's headquarters), and they 
called together the whole battalion. 17 And they 
clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 
And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 19 And they were striking his head with a 
reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in 
homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. And they led him out to 
crucify him. 
 
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, 
who was coming in from the country, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they 
brought him to the place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 
And they crucified him and divided his garments 
among them, casting lots for them, to decide what 
each should take. 25 And it was the third hour when 
they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the 
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on 
his right and one on his left. 29 And those who 
passed by derided him, wagging their heads and 
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and 
come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief 
priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, 
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 
32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down 
now from the cross that we may see and believe.” 
Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 
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Discussion Section 1: Condemnation of the 
Innocent (V.6-15) 
-Why were the chief priests envious of Jesus, and 
why did they want Him crucified? 

-How would you answer Pilate’s question in v. 14: 
“What evil had Jesus done?” 

-Why does wanting to “satisfy” a crowd often lead 
to poor decisions? 

-Who was responsible for “delivering” Jesus to be 
crucified and why? 

 
Note:  
     The religious leaders were jealous of Jesus 
because of His criticism of them and His popularity 
with the masses. On many occasions Jesus had 
undermined their authority by pointing out their 
hypocrisy and misunderstandings of God’s Truth. 
We have already seen in Mark how on many 
occasions the leaders tried to trap Jesus or made 
plans to destroy Him (see Mark 8:11; 11:15-18; 
12:12-13; 14:1-2; 15:3,11). Pilate saw through their 
scheming and tried to release Jesus only to have the 
chief priests stir up a riot to call for His crucifixion. 
     In verse 14 Pilate recognized that Jesus was 
innocent and asked “what evil has He done?” The 
crowd did not answer the question, because Jesus 
had never done any evil. John 19:4 says that Pilate 
even said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out 
to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in 
Him.”  
     The sinlessness of Jesus is an essential doctrine to 
the Christian faith. Jesus could be the perfect 
sacrifice for our sins only if He had no sins of His 
own for which to atone. (see Isaiah 53:9; 2 
Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 
2:22-25) 
     Pilate relegated his authority to the crowd (vs. 
15) and in satisfying them, delivered the Son of God 
over to be crucified. Mob rule never makes good 
decisions, whether in government or in the everyday 
temptation to give in to peer pressure. Even though 
Pilate tried to “wash his hands” of the guilt (see 
Matthew 27:24), he still bore his guilt.  
     But so do all men, because Jesus was delivered 
over for our sins. The Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus 
“was delivered over to death for our sins and was 

raised to life for our justification.” (Romans 4:25). 
However, it is also true that God was the One who 
ultimately “delivered” Jesus to be crucified. As Peter 
preached at Pentecost, He proclaimed that Jesus 
was “delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God,” and was “nailed to a cross 
by the hands of godless men and put to death.” 
(Acts 2:23) 
     So who “delivered Jesus over to be crucified?” The 
answer: we all did. God delivered Him out of His 
loving plan to rescue us; Pilate delivered Him out of 
fear of the mob; and I delivered Him to be crucified 
by my sin. 
 
Discussion Section 2: Recognition of the King (V. 
16-20) 
-Why did the soldiers clothe Jesus in purple, place a 
crown of thorns on His head and kneel down before 
Him? 

-How could these actions have been actually 
appropriate? 

 
Note:  
     Even though the soldiers did all of their actions in 
an attempt to ridicule Jesus, they were actions fit for 
the King of Kings. Purple was a color that signified 
royalty. A crown was fit for a King. They bowed 
down in mockery, but Philippians 2:10-11 explain 
that some day “every knee will bow, of those who 
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” The same 
soldiers who mocked Jesus would someday have to 
bow before Him in eternity. 
 
Discussion Section 3: Crucifixion of the Savior (V. 
21-32) 
-Why is Simon of Cyrene mentioned by Matthew, 
Mark and Luke? 

-Why did Jesus refuse the wine? 

-What is the significance behind the gambling for 
Jesus’ garments? 

-Why did the charge against Jesus read “the King of 
the Jews?” 

-Could Jesus have saved Himself? Why or why not? 
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Note:   
     Although Matthew and Luke also mention Simon 
of Cyrene, only Mark mentions his children as 
Alexander and Rufus. Many have believed that he is 
mentioned, because he and/or his sons became 
believers and were known by the early church. The 
name Alexander appears in Acts 4:6; 19:33; 1 
Timothy 1:20; and 2 Timothy 4:14 but they are not 
usually associated with the son of Simon. The name 
Rufus is recognized in Romans 16:13 and has 
historically been associated with the Rufus of Mark’s 
Gospel. 
      Wine mixed with myrrh (or “gall” in Matthew 
27:33-34) was often given to those being crucified to 
either ease the pain or speed the death (since “gall” 
would be somewhat poisonous). Jesus would have 
refused to take any easy way out of His suffering for 
us. The offering of it also served to fulfill a Messianic 
prophecy found in Psalm 69:16-21. Jesus would later 
taste the sour wine offered to him according to 
Matthew 27:48. 
     The gambling for his garments also fulfilled a 
Messianic prophecy from Psalm 22:18. In fact, much 
of Psalm 22 is fulfilled in the crucifixion accounts of 
Jesus. Compare the following passages: 

• Psalm 22:1 found in Matthew 27:46 and Mark 
15:34 

• Psalm 22:7-8 found in Matthew 27:39-43; Mark 
15:29-32 

• Psalm 22:16 found in Matthew 27:31; Mark 
15:25; John 20:25 

• Psalm 22:18 found in Matthew 27:35; Mark 
15:24 

     The absence of Mark 15:28 in some translations 
should be noted, because it does not appear in all of 
the oldest manuscripts (but it does echo what is 
found in Luke 22:37). Verse 28 is included in 
parentheses in  the NASB specifically stating: And 
the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was 
numbered with the transgressors.” This was 
another prophecy (from Isaiah 53:12) that the 
crucifixion of Jesus fulfilled. 
     When someone was crucified, often the charge 
against him was posted on the cross above his head. 
Pilate had the inscription “King of the Jews” posted 
above Jesus. In John 19:19 the full inscription is 
listed as “Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews,” and 

John says that it was written in three languages—
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. Those were the three 
main languages of the day, so that everyone would 
be able to read it. The Jews objected to the title, but 
Pilate said it would stand as he had prescribed it. 
The fact that it was written in the three known 
languages has also been understood historically as a 
spiritual indication that Jesus came to save people 
of every tribe, tongue, and nation (see John 3:16; 
Romans 1:16-17). 
     The bystanders and religious leaders mocked 
Jesus while He was on the cross saying: “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself.” Jesus had the 
power to release Himself. At His arrest Jesus told His 
followers that He could have called on His Father, 
“and He will at once send Me more than twelve 
legions of angels” (Matthew 26:53). But He chose to 
stay on the cross in order to save sinners (see 
Romans 3:23-26). 
 
Lesson by Bro Stan 


